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hreats are real. And as cyber threats
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but Congress has the duty to regulate the
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plies with the National Environmental Policy
a full environmental review of any cross-
including an analysis of climate change

ire length of the pipeline or electric
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342 transmission will| be reviewed for environmental impacts, not
343 just a cross-border section.
344 We should emprace the changes taking place in North
345 America, harmonize our policies with those of our neighbors
346 in the north and|lsouth, and that is why this bill is
347 important.
348 I do have some concerns about H.R. 2910. Limiting
349 input, when it cgmes to NEPA reviews, 1s not the right route
350 forward, and I am| concerned that the legislation will create
351 new federal termg| that will lead to confusion about review
352 types undertaken |y federal agencies.
353 Modernization of Hydro Act, as I am proud to support, I
354 support H.R. 27864, promoting small conduit and hydropower. I
355 am also happy to|lsee the subcommittee is also addressing
356 state energy secyrity plans. These are vital to coastal
357 states and -- likle Texas, for protection against national
358 disasters. I am|happy to see the program reauthorized.
359 And I yield|pack my time.
360 The Chairman. The gentleman yields back. Other members
361 wishing to give &n opening statement on the Republican side?
362 Seeing none, Mr. |[McNerney is recognized for 2 minutes.
363 Mr. McNerneyl. I thank the chairman. We are considering
364 some important bil|lls here today on hydropower, fossil fuel,
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ture, and issues related to protection of
ectrical assets.

mportant to modernize electrical -- our
ture, and I strongly support efforts to do
des hydropower, wind, solar, as well as oil
these issues need the attention of this

of the full Energy and Commerce Committee.

us today are an attempt to address those

0 believe we need to work on a bipartisan
this in real concern for my Republican
ave learned on this side of the aisle
xperience that any bills that are pushed
ignificant bipartisan work and compromise
le and will cause significant political

our experience. Work with us to improve

The gentleman yields back. Other members

The gentlelady from Florida, Ms. Castor,

Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,

These are very important energy policy
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onsider today, but the way we -- this
ived at the markup is very troubling. And
he high standards of this committee, one of

Wt in the Congress, that has such a far-

n the lives of the folks that we represent.
e too common for the majority party to be
et. Most of these bills have not received a
ng, and that just doesn't impact us, it

ty of the public to have -- to make any
ation that is moving through the Congress.

t has become all too common in this

And I believe

il process leads to bad policy.

)i the stature of this committee to operate in

Mr. Rush also raises a very important point.
e end of June, and this -- it may be the
his committee has not had any hearing with
ary, the EPA Administrator; on the health
retary, and I think that is a real problem
f the Congress to function. I don't know if
With governing or if it is an intentional

yWide the ball from the American people.

ave -- we will bring amendments and
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today, but until you improve the process you

be able to improve the policy for the folks

The gentlelady yields back. Any members

Thank you, Mr. Chair. While I have

rns with the Hydropower Policy Modernization
line Interagency Coordination Act, I also
ome concerns with the process that got us

rs of this subcommittee requested additional
power in order to hear from state and tribal
esource agencies. That request was not

ieve we have a full sense of the steps that
0 streamline and improve the hydro licensing
ndermining the interests of a number of

he process. When we have received testimony
s, 1t hasn't always been heated. FERC has
support the changes to trial-type hearings
i1l before us today.

er last week's tragic events,

our hearing

assurance plans was rightfully postponed.
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escheduled, and it was not a legislative
within. Now we are marking up a discussion

ly speaking, I think this is a pretty good

d be happy to support if we can get the
el right. But,

again, the process was not

ergy Program is critically important. I saw
ile leading the New York State Energy
lopment Authority, and I am happy to see the
oday to reauthorize the program. I have
ation to reauthorize the program for a
and I would encourage the committee to
ization level of $90 million, which is equal
e Senate as part of last year's
rgy bill.

$35 million decrease from the previous
el. With evolving threats to energy
ever before to

re needing to do more than

ility, the resiliency, and the security of

e cannot ask them to do more with less.
the chair for recognizing the value of SEP

oday's markup. And with that, I yield back
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of my time.
The gentleman yields back. Other members
give an opening statement? Seeing none,
11 up the Hydropower Policy Modernization
sk the clerk to report.

11lows: ]

l**********
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eli. A discussion draft to modernize

and for other purposes.

Without objection, the first reading of

nsed with. The bill will be open for

point. So ordered.

v bipartisan amendments to the bill? Seeing

- oh, I am sorry, we have -- the chair would

ke the last word -- the gentleman from
I thank the gentleman. I move to strike

he Hydropower Policy Modernization Act

Mrs.

led by our colleague, McMorris Rodgers

te, is a really good faith effort to improve

cess for hydropower, which is an important

able energy system.

s a clean, renewable, and reliable source of

It provides low-cost electricity to

cans, especially in the northwest,

district, especially in my state, where

Nation's hydropower capacity is located.

as significant untapped potential. We know

rings we have had and the reports we have

ely, the process to license hydropower has
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complex, leading to unnecessary delays and

serves as the lead agency in hydropower

ets schedules for those proceedings, there
ederal and state agencies or Indian tribes
rate permitting and environmental reviews.
re this committee in May, FERC identified
s where the Federal Energy Regulatory
mpleted its work on a project and is now
another agency to act under other laws --
r Endangered Species Act.
ases,

these projects have been stalled for

e, 10 years. Congress must act, and we have

tunity today to do that. As we have heard

ave a full workload, and the relicensing

cular is stated to -- is slated to increase
to remain high well into the 2030s.

hen, almost half of our existing hydropower

egin the relicensing process.

ncere desire to continue to improve this

ve this draft -- so that we have a strong

t that we can all be proud of. To

we are committed to working to improve
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g agencies and bring more accountability and

he process.

rward to working with the ranking member,

all interested members of this committee to

is draft, and our work will continue between

's efforts and the full committee.

r. Chairman, I would yield to my friend from

allone.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I understand

ave had productive conversations over the

on Representative McMorris Rodgers'

to reform the hydropower licensing process.

back when the new draft was noticed for this
shifts the goalpost, but we would like to

with you toward a bill that can achieve

ng all of the members of our committee.

on the goals, a more timely, reliable

hat provides certainty to the license

at continues to respect state authorities
and protects natural and cultural

uld be able to come to agreement on this

not there yet.

tinues to have concerns with the draft.
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1d issues for each of us. We will have to

e things, of course, but I remain optimistic
d it is certainly worth the effort.

should not be a partisan issue. Members on
vdropower facilities in their districts and
we want to see them continue to operate and
e baseload power offers many important

s I said, we share your goal of having a
that moves along more quickly and avoids
gs that drag on for many years beyond the
xpiration.

v most licenses move through FERC in a

of time, we have all heard of cases in
operates for many years on an annual

and that is not good for anyone. It
nhanced environmental performance and water
tates, tribes, and local communities are

oesn't provide the certainty and stability

cense that the hydropower operator is

er license process should not come at the

e's right to manage water, public safety,

ipation, or at the expense of all the other
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d societal resources and activities that

s, water, and surrounding lands. When all

cense process work together, everyone
rking together we can strike a proper

of these interests and produce a bill that
port. We still have a lot of work to do,
, a concerted effort, and a willingness to
optimistic we can achieve a good product.
the understanding that we will continue

comprise bill that we can mark up next
ego offering any amendments today and agree

forward to the full committee.
r. Chairman.

I want to just commend my colleague from
hare your goal that we do this without
nvironmental goals or infringing on state
All stakeholders should have the
rticipate in collaborative, transparent
s where significant issues are identified
tely studied.
ate your work with us on this.

I know you

trying to move this forward as well. That
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e work to do i1s obvious, and we look forward
ork done between now and full committee.
ou, and I yield back.

Thank you, both of you. And I was part

ast night with Mr. Pallone, and we came to
d look forward to working with all parties

in proper shape before it goes to full

rther amendments -- are there any further
bill?

Mr. Chairman?

The gentleman from Maryland is

I move to strike the last word. I just
on the last thing that Congressman Pallone
And that is, as we move this thing along
ive changes relating to the licensing
rtance of the state role can't be overstated
cting local water quality.
actually, this is a very bipartisan issue,
n Secretary of the Environment sent a letter

ip last year describing how important the

is to require conditions in FERC licenses
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vy to protect water quality.
o Dam in Maryland, a hydroelectric dam, is
FERC relicensing process. That dam sits on
iver, which provides half of the fresh water
Chesapeake Bay. Both the river and the dam
he bay's water quality. So it is essential
ain the authority to protect the health of
coastal economies that depend on the bay by
sary water quality conditions for

license.

k a lot in this committee, and I think it is
the value of the knowledge that comes from
and local communities, and I would urge my
as we proceed not to take water quality

the hands of the people who know those local
onditions best and are in the best position
applicant and local communities to move the
if I could, Mr.

unanimous consent, Chairman,

ter from Secretary Grumbles from Maryland

Without objection.

tion follows:]
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Thank you, and I yield back.
The gentleman yields back. Are there
bill? Seeing none, the question now occurs
Hydropower Policy Modernization Act of 2017
CLtee.

favor will say aye.

d, say no.

on of the chair, the ayes appear to have it,

and the bill is agreed to.

11 now call up H.R. 2786 and ask the clerk

11lows: ]

2**********
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eli. H.R. 2786, to amend the Federal Power
to the criteria and process to qualify as a
t hydropower facility.
And without objection, the first reading
spensed with. The bill will be open for
point. So ordered.
v bipartisan amendments to bill?
Mr. Chairman?
The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr.
If you would allow me to strike the last
Strike the last word. The gentleman is
minutes.
Thank you. Chairman Upton, Ranking Member
or holding today's important markup. I
bcommittee's consideration of this common-
introduced by Representative DeGette and
tapping our Nation's immense conduit
ial.
is affordable source of clean electricity is

Nation's all-of-the-above energy strategy.

s one of the most efficient and affordable
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icity as well as one of the largest sources

tricity in America. In North Carolina

es enough electricity to power 350,000 homes

benefits, hydropower's growth has been

pared to other renewable electricity sources
That lack of progress is not due to lack of

re are unnecessary regulatory burdens that

e dam.

ple is the overly complicated licensing

it hydropower. This innovative class of

ses the power of water flowing through

uch as pipes and municipal water systems or

It produces emissions-free clean energy,
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iversity, lowers power bills,

ng use of energy that would have otherwise

son, conduit hydropower is often described

v hydropower. The opportunity is

e are over 1.2 million miles of water supply

ed States, creating literally thousands of
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ove some of the regulatory roadblocks that
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et-driven growth. That is exactly what our
do .
to again thank Representative DeGette for
on this bipartisan bill. We have refined
nsidering the feedback during last month's
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, non-
nizations, and the hydropower industry.
uild on the industry's lessons learned from
ive success in 2013, the Hydropower
ency Act, and reduce the total review
small-scale hydropower.
0 remove the capacity cap and allow more
t projects to use the streamline process.
latory burdens is a common-sense way to
on's supply of clean and affordable
r. Chairman, for including our legislation
I look forward to working with you to
iative through our committee. And with
n, I yield back.
The gentleman yields back. The chair
he gentleman from New Jersey to strike the
Pallone.

inutes, Mr.
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Well, actually, Mr. Chairman, I have an

The gentleman has -- are there any

ents to the bill? Seeing none, the

w Jersey has offered an amendment. The
the title of the amendment.

nt offered by Mr. Pallone follows:]
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eli. Amendment to H.R. 2786, offered by Mr.
And the amendment will be considered as
will distribute the amendment, and the
gnized for 5 minutes in support of his
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Another bill in
ee moved a bipartisan bill that was
esentative McMorris Rodgers and

Gette that created an exemption from

ing for certain conduit hydropower

egawatts capacity or less.

e process established in that McMorris

i1l, FERC must determine within 15 days

a notice of intent to construct a small

v the developer if the project meets the

ia for exemption under the law.

s an initial determination that the project
ia, current law requires FERC to publish a
that determination and provide the public 45
tunity to comment on or contest FERC's

o that bill previous -- the previous bill

ned into law by President Obama, and as of
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in qualifying 83 projects being exempted
nsing requirements.
H.R. 2786,

1 before us today, sponsored by

DeGette, would amend the Federal Power Act
awatt cap on conduit projects that could
tion, and it also reduces from 45 to 15 days

e the public would have to comment on or

ermination of whether a project qualifies

the development of conduit hydroelectric
rts to cut red tape to ensure that

ound projects can move forward quickly and
to that end, I also support language in the

At removes the 5 megawatt cap in current law

onduit hydroprojects that qualify for the

le T am open to modifying the 45-day

lic comment on the proposed exemption, I
ays is too short a period to allow for

input into the process, and that is why I

his amendment a compromise that would reduce

e for public notification by a third, from
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t balances the interests of hydropower
at of the public. It is my understanding
intends to accept this amendment -- I hope
-— and I would like this bill to go forward
s support of members on both sides of the
eve the amendment I am offering, if adopted,
outcome.
r. Chairman, that my colleagues on the other
he amendment and report the amended bill
floor.
If the gentleman will yield?
I yield.
I would be delighted to accept the
you.
Thank you, sir.
You make a good point, and I would urge
support it.
Thank you, and I yield back.
Other members

The gentleman yields back.

on the amendment? Seeing none, the vote

ndment offered by Mr. Pallone.
favor will say aye.

d, say no.
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eli. A discussion draft, to amend the
Conservation Act to provide federal
and

nce to states to implement, review,

gy security plans, and for other purposes.
Without objection, the first reading of
nsed with. The bill will be open for any

d ask to strike the last word and recognize
tes.

g State Energy Security Planning and

dness Act would strengthen states' abilities

rgy infrastructure against physical and

d would help mitigate the risk of energy

s. States are, in fact, leaders in
eed to prioritize energy security, emergency
energy infrastructure protection. And the

ands that energy security planning is best
e state level.

re familiar with the circumstances, risks,

es of local areas than the states. And

tire process, the committee has worked hard

needs of the states. The committee received

tnesses, including the National Association

fficials, the National Association of
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vy Commissioners, along with several states,

Washington, Georgia, and, obviously,
appreciate the perspectives that each of
rovided on energy security planning and

dness. The Department of Energy's State

s first authorized in the Energy Policy and
EPCA, back in 1975. The initial program
and technical assistance to states who focus

energy conservation, and a 1990 amendment to

scope and added energy emergency planning

supplement to state energy conservation

ation for the State Energy Program did
nd the program has been receiving

opriations ever since. Across the Nation,

spond to a variety of hazards, including

such as hurricanes, earthquakes, floods,

ptions, physical and cyber threats, and

ts.
State Energy Program's authorized purpose
t fully address the risks and

f today's evolving energy landscape. It has

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




845

846

847

848

849

850

851

852

853

854

855

856

857

858

859

860

861

862

863

864

865

866

867

This is an unedit

inaccurate, incom

been 25 years sif

planning, and it

This biparti
to support states
yet still affords
address local ene

the committee's ¢

preparedness, inf{
response.

I look forws

move forward in f

balance of my tinp

Are there of

members wishing f

Mr. Rush. N

The Chairmar

Mr. Rush. \

The Chairman|.

for 5 minutes.
Mr. Rush. N
for working with

legislation.

preferred to foll

(202) 234-4433

But

I

D

i

il

il

Il

il

flrastructure resilience,

0f.

ed transcript. The statements within may be

plete, or misattributed to the speaker.
41

ce we properly addressed energy security

is time for a legislative update.

san discussion draft reflects our commitment
' ongoing energy security planning efforts
the flexibility that states have to have to
rgy challenges. This legislation continues

xtensive record focused on cyber

and emergency

rd to continued bipartisan discussions as we
inalizing the bill, and I yield back the
e .

her members wishing to speak -- other

o speak on the bill?

r. Chairman?

The gentleman from Illinois.

r. Chairman, I move to strike the last word.
Strike the last word. He is recognized
r. Chairman, I want to commend the majority
the minority on this particular piece of
Mr. we would have

, again, Chairman,

ow regular order on this bill. As you know,
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ur side of the aisle support the State
nd this bill would provide resources to
nd enhance the state energy security plans.
ided in this bill would help states to

, and review their energy security plans
out criteria for the contents of these
the subcommittee has not held a legislative
raft bill, I am confident that if both sides
together in good faith we can come to an

11 garner the overwhelming support of

sides of the aisle.
rman, I look forward to continuing the
en the majority and the minority committee
my hope and expectation that we will
hat will go a long way in helping states
help mitigate for and respond to energy

her they be natural or manmade, physical or

Would the gentleman yield?

certainly will yield. I appreciate the

nts, and I just want to give the assurance

to work with both sides. This 1s a
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, has been from the very start. I lament

able to have a legislative hearing, but, as
week we had the tragic shooting, and we

eeded to cancel our official duties for that

ber of witnesses that flew in from a variety
es. Because we did cancel the hearing

went ahead with the staff briefing that was,
t, bipartisan. And because of the
s issue, knowing that we have had some
ngs as well, we thought that it was

this window of opportunity to move forward
ttee mark, and allow us still time before it
ittee and ultimately to the House floor.

ant to assure every member here that as one
regular order, this is an important issue
ecause of the tragedy last week that we were
the official legislative hearing. But as I
number of different discussions, we are all
ame page wanting this legislation to move
continue to work before it gets scheduled

ommittee.

iate the gentleman's interest, his input,
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ffort to work with us to get a bill that we
ouse floor with broad bipartisan support. I
r. Chairman,

I reclaim my time. I just

time I have left, I just want to understate

reemphasize that we are absolutely dedicated

llongstanding principle of this subcommittee

egular order on the matters that are before

irman, with that, I yield back.

The gentleman yields back. Other members

on the bill? The gentleman from Texas, Mr.

Thank you.
Strike the last word?
sir.

Yes, I want to reemphasize, Mr.

u just said. We were supposed to have a
I was inadvertently
he baseball practice, and I think at the

was supposed to have occurred I was in an
FBI trying to get my car out of the parking

ring occurred. So I couldn't have been
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Which you lost that argument, didn't you?

I did. I did lose that argument, very
ally.

ant to reinforce your remarks and also let -
and most of the time

knows, we try to be,

san, and his staff, my staff, your staff,

s staff, as we are in ongoing discussions
improve the bill and its aspects of
d things of that sort.

have the legislative markup. But if there
mate reason to postpone it or cancel it, I
ualifies. And I also just want to commend
things. He could not have been more
nesday in his efforts to reach out to me and
icans on the baseball team, and I want to
for the victory last Thursday. Don't think
g to become a continuing thing, though, Mr.
e back next year.
who is one of our players, played his 21st
hed a perfect inning last week, struck out
e our starting pitcher, if I can get him to
e practices next year. I am going to have

his agent on what it is going to take to
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he played exceptionally well.

we didn't have the legislative hearing
hairman pointed out, there was something
that was fairly traumatic.

ill the gentleman yield?

I would be happy to yield.

just -- you know, I don't want to guibble

e I understand the spirit of what both the
xas and the chairman is remarking on on this
to remind the chairman and the gentleman

he hearing on Thursday was an oversight

not a legislative hearing. As a matter of
I am talking about last Wednesday.
understand. But I want you -- my point is
s the date that we actually got the bill.
bill until Friday. So we all were very

ated on the predicament of our colleague and

Police officer and the members who were on

t get this bill until Friday of last week,
ave --

You are correct. That is not a quibble,
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r. You are right about that.
yield.
And I yield back.

The gentleman yields back. Other members
Seeing none,

are there bipartisan

bill? Seeing none, are there amendments to

the question now occurs on forwarding the
nergy Security Planning and Emergency

to the full committee.

favor will say aye.
d, say no.

on of the chair, the ayes have it, and the
on.
2883 and asks the clerk to

w calls up H.R.

11lows: ]

[ kK kK k ok ok ok ok k
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jeli. H.R. 2883, to establish a more

ent, and modern process to authorize the

inection, operation, and maintenance of
der-crossing facilities for the import and
Il natural gas and the transmission of

. And, without objection, the first reading
spensed with, and the bill will be open for
point. So ordered.

Wy bipartisan amendments to the bill? Seeing
Ny amendments to the bill?

flr . Chairman?

. The gentleman from New Jersey, Mr.
imendment at the desk?

I have an amendment at the desk.

. The gentleman has an amendment at the
will report the title.

rnt offered by Mr. Pallone follows:]

EF INSERT 3*%****%x*x*x%%
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eli. Amendment to H.R. 2883, offered by Mr.

And, without objection, the amendment is
the amendment is dispensed with. Staff
he amendment, and the gentleman is
minutes in support of his amendment.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My amendment
complete length of cross-border projects
to full environmental review under the
ental Policy Act. NEPA was created to
ncy so people know what the impact of a
n their communities.
provisions of H.R. 2883 would circumvent
, and that is why I have introduced this
lude the entirety of a transboundary project
n of border-crossing facility. By ensuring
view 1s conducted for the entire length of
e can make certain that the necessary steps
ect the public interest and preserve our
1 resources.
is necessary since the bill redefines and

rows the scope of NEPA's environmental

aditional NEPA review looks at the impacts
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ect, this bill restricts NEPA review to only
)| project that physically crosses the border.
triction, in my opinion, is problematic.
jects are more than just a border crossing.
)| transboundary pipeline or transmission
oving multi-billion dollar infrastructure
hundreds of miles and will last for decades.
ts pass through private property and

They transport hazardous substances that,
yited, can cause serious damage. Before
about whether to approve such projects, we
7/ consider their potential impacts on the

n communities along their routes. And,
would be looking at the effects of projects
not what the bill before us does. Instead,
scope of NEPA's inquiry to only encompass
he border. When Congress passed NEPA, it
Wis law to provide such a narrow review.

il NEPA to provide policymakers with a
understand the project's full environmental

der lower impact alternatives.

dictate the outcome or impose any
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Jjects. It simply requires the Federal

te some effort to understand the

acts of major federal actions and to inform
se impacts.

v, NEPA requires us to look before we leap,
hmon sense. We should not be carelessly
ting loopholes in this law.

leral Government makes a decision about a
should understand what is going on. Large
ften raise safety issues, economic

il environmental concerns both for the local
nments. These projects affect communities
outes.

ol impacts will not make them disappear. It
sense that we should understand the broad
hpacts before deciding to approve a project.
urge all of my colleagues to support this
rnt that ensures that the complete length of
ects will be subject to a full NEPA review.
back, Mr. Chairman.

. The gentleman yields back. The chair
pnt leman from Oklahoma, Mr. Mullin.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And while I
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ect for Ranking Member Pallone, I do want to

e of things. The first thing, this
bsolutely nothing in it that would repeal
tection that is already applicable to
will hinder in any way the ability of

or states to carry out their statutory

t making any changes to any environmental
bill does is simply remove the process out
have seen too long the Keystone Pipeline
ed as an excuse, and layers of red tape was
this legislation defines "border crossing
the portion of the pipeline that is located
nal boundary only.
nt would try to expand the definition of the
acility to include the entire length of the
ould infringe on a state's rights to receive
pacts of the other portions of the pipeline.
n carefully crafted with bipartisan support
of public safety and the environment.
nt would upset this careful balance that we

artisan support and effectively gut this

urge my colleagues to vote no on this
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Mr. Chairman, does the gentleman yield?

Yes, I would yield to Mr. Green.

Thank you. We had this bill last Congress,
a Congressional Research Service, and I
hand out the copies based on the last. And
age is the same in this bill as it was for
my colleagues would like to see a copy of
ed about.

al agents can make a final decision on a
NEPA requires that the agency identify the
s on the quality of human environment. The
f review required under NEPA depends on
ects will be significant. To make that

ch agency must identify and evaluate the

esn't change that. There will still be a

Just at the cross-border -- the crossing the

along the route that it will trigger a NEPA

t I don't think is necessary. I think it

overed because, again, I am familiar with

as and the pipelines. There will not be a
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s into Mexico that doesn't cross some
a wildlife refuge, or something else that

PA review.

I can't say that about the Canadian border.

es from northern -- but this bill does not

A oversight that is currently in the law.

I will

iate my colleague from Oklahoma.

day complaining you are still taking our

ield back.

Would the gentleman from Oklahoma yield to

Yes.
I want to reinforce what you just said.
f this bill is to put into statute to
ous non-statutory certification process by
ich is just kind of happenstance, really.
Mr. Green and Mr.

Mullin are trying to do is

ute a simple, understandable, time-certain

ccepted Mr. Pallone's amendment, as

out, you would basically gut the bill. So

ce the opposition.

to take point of personal privilege. We
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about the members and people that were at
tice last week when the shooting occurred.
e room, we have a gentleman named Brian
the very back left-hand corner. He is the
, and he hits fungos to the outfield and is
who comes out and helps us.

risked his life. He came behind where the
ce were and was direct -- they couldn't see
Brian actually risked his body to see where
nd direct the Capitol Hill officers to where
If he will stand

hooting at the members.

ognize him.

He is one of the unsung herces and a
guy.
t, I yield back to Markwayne.

I yield back, Mr. Chairman.
The gentleman yields back. Other members
on the amendment?

The gentleman from

ognized for 5 minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I yield my
ng member.
Thank you, Mr. McNerney. I don't -- I am
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d a lot of time, but, you know, I looked at

Mr. Green just provided, and my concern is
ason for this amendment is not alleviated,
this memo because there is really no
you limit the scope of the review under the
Just that section that crosses the border,
ntee that NEPA is going to look beyond that
hole project.
ugh -- I mean, looking at this memo, it
y suggest that that guarantee would be
guess there is nothing to stop NEPA from
things, but they wouldn't be under any
uirement to do that under the bill. And so
necessary to have the amendment to specify
ook at the entire project and not Jjust that
ses the border.
t, I yield back to Mr. McNerney.
And I will yield back.
The

gentleman yields back. Other members

on the amendment? The gentlelady from

or.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to urge

allone amendment, which would substantially
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H.R. 2883 proposes to eliminate

of all environmental impacts of proposed
gy projects.

rowly —-—- dramatically narrows the scope of
iew to only the cross-border segment of the
he tiny portion that physically crosses the
That is very poor public policy, and it

travenes important safeguards and the public

ng about major infrastructure projects that
of miles. They cross through private

water bodies, farms, and other sensitive

Arry substances that can catch fire or spill

vironment. And they can have profound

the changing climate and all of the huge

w being imposed upon families and

d the potential environment impact of an

ou must look at the project as a whole. To
ial environmental or safety risks for every

ct except for the tiny sliver of land at the
is irresponsible.

g to the doctor, if you are feeling sick,
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vs, "I am giving you a clean bill of health"
g at your elbow. That is what this bill
lese projects go forward without a full
rliew, and no meaningful review means no
tigate potential harm to the public health,
the environment,

and that is just reckless.

will have the opposite effect of what is

will probably see more lawsuits, more

delays, and, again, that would be just the
is intended.

s amendment would ensure that these cross-
jects receive a thorough environmental
by receive approval, and I urge adoption of
] yvield back my time.
. The gentlelady yields back. Other

O speak on the amendment?

the vote occurs on the amendment offered by
m New Jersey. A roll call vote has been
lerk will call the roll. All those in favor
will vote aye. Those opposed will vote no.
jeli. Mr. Olson.

No .
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Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Olson votes no.
Mr. Barton.
Mr. Barton. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Barton votes no.
Mr. Shimkus
[No responseg|.]
Mr. Murphy.
Mr. Murphy. || No.
Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Murphy votes no.
Mr. Latta.
Mr. Latta. [No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Latta votes no.
Mr. Harper.
Mr. Harper. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Harper votes no.
Mr. McKinley|.
Mr. McKinleyl. No
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McKinley votes no.
Mr. Kinzingegfr.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Griffithl.
Mr. Griffithl. No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Griffith votes no.
NEAL R. GROSS
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1273 Mr. Johnson
1274 Mr. Johnson No.
1275 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Johnson votes no.
1276 Mr. Long.
1277 [No response|.]
1278 Mr. Bucshon
1279 Mr. Bucshon No.
1280 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon wvotes no.
1281 Mr. Flores.
1282 Mr. Flores. || No.
1283 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Flores votes no.
1284 Mr. Mullin.
1285 Mr. Mullin. || No.
1286 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Mullin votes no.
1287 Mr. Hudson.
1288 Mr. Hudson. || No.
1289 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Hudson votes no.
1290 Mr. Cramer.
1291 Mr. Cramer. || No.
1292 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Cramer votes no.
1293 Mr. Walberg
1294 Mr. Walberg No.
1295 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walberg votes no.
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Mr. Walden.
Mr. Walden. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Rush.
Mr. Rush. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|l. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Green.
Mr. Green. [No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Doyle.
Mr. Doyle. |[fes.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Ms. Castor.
Ms. Castor. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Ms.
Mr. Sarbaneg|.
Mr. Sarbanes|. Aye.
(202) 234-4433

Walden votes no.

Rush votes aye.

McNerney votes aye.

Peters votes aye.

Green votes no.

Doyle votes aye.

Castor votes aye.
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1319 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Sarbanes votes aye.
1320 Mr. Welch.
1321 Mr. Welch. |Aye.
1322 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Welch votes aye.
1323 Mr. Tonko.
1324 Mr. Tonko. |Aye.
1325 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Tonko votes aye.
1326 Mr. Loebsack].
1327 Mr. Loebsackl. Aye.
1328 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Loebsack votes aye.
1329 Mr. Schradex.
1330 [No response|. ]
1331 Mr. Kennedy
1332 Mr. Kennedy Aye.
1333 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Kennedy votes aye.
1334 Mr. Butterfield.
1335 Mr. Butterfield. Aye.
1336 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Butterfield votes aye.
1337 Mr. Pallone
1338 Mr. Pallone Aye.
1339 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Pallone votes aye.
1340 Chairman Uptlon.
1341 The Chairman. Votes no.
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And the clerk will report the amendment.

eli. Amendment to H.R. 2883, offered by Mr.

And the amendment will be considered as

will distribute the amendment, and the

linois is recognized for 5 minutes in
endment.

hank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, my

mply retain the current requirement that the
must find that a project is in the public

he project is approved. Mr. Chairman, the

of H.R. 2883 is to, I gquote, "Is to

uniform, transparent, and modern process to

struction, connection, operation, and

ternational border crossing facilities for
port of oil and natural gas and the
lectricity."”

Chairman, H.R. 2883 appears to be less
the permitting process for cross-border
nsmission lines and more about creating a
tamp for these projects.

, this bill tips the scales in favor of an
First,

1 in two key ways. the new process
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e bill effectively exempts such projects
1 safety and review under the National --
rowing NEPA applicability to the -- just the

roject actually crossing the border.

, the process created by the bill also tips
r of approving controversial projects by
buttable presumption of approval. Mr.

sting process requires an agency to

d that a project is in the public interest,
bill shifts the burden of proof to opponents
demonstrate otherwise.

2883 will allow a project that was found
public interest under the current permitting
y under the new weaker process. Mr.
assive cross-border energy projects could
t impact on people's lives, and we owe it to

le to make a real effort to understand those

ciding whether or not to approve an

ation developed under NEPA, the current
tandard allows all of the relevant potential

ect to be considered and mitigated, where

re appropriate. But I am concerned that the
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ting provision will actually make the

Ss transparent,

less

- far less effective.

inclusive, and

, this bill would drastically narrow what

in evaluating these projects.

time limit imposed in the bill,

And together

these

lly require the permitting agencies to

cross-border projects.

, despite the intended objective of this

g the scope of NEPA,

limiting public

shifting the burden of determining public

11 may actually lead to greater controversy,

ion,

id,

port my amendment.

and longer delays.

Mr. Chairman,

of my time.

last word.

e that the underlying bill,

more uniform,

The gentleman yields back,

I would

And with that,

transparent,

I urge all of my

I yield

and I would
recognize myself for 5
2883, actually

and modern

ize the construction of pipelines in the

sion facilities literally at the border.
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are two of our most trusted allies and
And unless there is a good reason to
e with these countries is for some reason
al interest, border crossing facilities
d.
have a longstanding precedent for a
ption in favor of trade with our allies.
ct, for example, contains the very same
w. Language is the same. So this amendment
1, and I would urge my colleagues to vote no
and yield back the balance of my time.
Mr. Chairman, would you yield?
I yield,

then, to the gentleman from the

Thank you. This amendment, I think, because

presumption, we have a free trade agreement

ers. We are not going to build pipelines to
going to build pipelines to anywhere except
We have a free trade agreement, and that

able presumption.

to admit,

in 1993, I did not vote for NAFTA,

a period of time we can change it. But the

s happening on the Texas border now is
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natural gas, and to get there, the
s has been a struggle, just because of what
ol of Keystone.

is why we are trying to make sure that
trading partner that we have -- that

table presumption is only made when Congress
ee trade agreements. And so that is why I
putting into the law what should be common
u have a free trade agreement with someone,
ol 1t a rebuttable presumption. It is in the
, because that is why.

u for yielding to me.

. With that, I yield back the balance of my
ers wishing to speak on the amendment? The
rw Jersey, Mr. Pallone.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to speak
Rush's amendment. I was listening to your
great relationship with Mexico and Canada.
that is true anymore with President Trump,
pe springs eternal.

tablishes a new permitting process that

ne goal:

ensuring rapid approval of cross-

jects. The bill makes it very difficult for
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to do anything other than approve the
for two reasons.
on the reason for my initial amendment is
g process narrows the federal approval and
iew to just the cross-border portion of the
and this eliminates consideration of the
m from the project as a whole.
cond, the reason for Mr. Rush's amendment,
establishes a rebuttable presumption of
that the federal agency must approve the
finds that the cross-border segment of the
the public interest. So that is a major
s not a subtle change -- a significant
s it much more likely that these projects
even 1f the record is incomplete.
other way, this bill effectively says that
a2l gas pipelines and electricity
s that cross the U.S. border are always in
st. And to prove otherwise, federal
consider the impacts of these projects at
That is an

t that crosses the border.

r to meet. And for what? To guarantee that

s the green light, regardless of the merits?
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ep in mind that the purpose of the current
it requirement is to ensure that when a
lans to build a massive infrastructure

e U.S. border, the executive branch has a

e the project.
is to ensure that we understand the

al effects on foreign policy, trade, the

ronment, public health and safety, and other

purpose 1is also to address any unacceptable

ermit conditions or denial, if necessary.

stablished in this bill would only serve the
ing all projects more quickly.

the burden of proof to require a showing

is contrary to the public interest and

the focus of that inquiry, this bill makes

icult for an agency ever to deny a permit.

omething that I can support, and I don't

upport, so I am glad Mr. Rush is offering

day, and I urge a yes vote.

The gentleman yields back. Other members

on the amendments? Seeing none, the vote

ndment.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




1521

1522

1523

1524

1525

1526

1527

1528

1529

1530

1531

1532

1533

1534

1535

1536

1537

1538

1539

1540

1541

1542

1543

This is an unedit

inaccurate, incom

A recorded ¥

will call the rol

will say aye. Tk

Ir

il

ed transcript.

ote 1s asked on the amendment.

1 on the Rush amendment.

the roll.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Olson. |No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Barton.
Mr. Barton. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Shimkus
Mr. Shimkus No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Murphy.
Mr. Murphy. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Latta.
Mr. Latta. [No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Harper.
Mr. Harper. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McKinley|.

(202) 234-4433

Oose opposed,

The

say no.

Olson.

Olson votes no.

Barton votes no.

The clerk

Those in favor

clerk will call

Shimkus votes no.

Murphy votes no.

Latta votes no.

Harper votes no.
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1544 Mr. McKinleyl. No.
1545 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McKinley votes no.
1546 Mr. Kinzingegfr.
1547 [No response|. ]
1548 Mr. Griffith|.
1549 Mr. Griffith|. No.
1550 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Griffith wvotes no.
1551 Mr. Johnson
1552 Mr. Johnson No.
1553 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Johnson votes no.
1554 Mr. Long.
1555 [No response|. ]
1556 Mr. Bucshon
1557 [No response|. ]
1558 Mr. Flores.
1559 Mr. Flores. || No.
1560 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Flores votes no.
1561 Mr. Mullin.
1562 Mr. Mullin. || No.
1563 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Mullin votes no.
1564 Mr. Hudson.
1565 Mr. Hudson. || No.
1566 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Hudson votes no.
NEAL R. GROSS
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Mr. Cramer.
Mr. Cramer. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Walberg
Mr. Walberg No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Walden.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Rush.
Mr. Rush. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|l. Yes.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Green.
Mr. Green. [No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Doyle.
Mr. Doyle. |[fes.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
(202) 234-4433

Cramer votes no.

Walberg votes no.

Rush votes aye.

McNerney votes aye.

Peters votes aye.

Green votes no.

Doyle votes aye.
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1590 Ms. Castor.
1591 Ms. Castor. || Aye.
1592 Ms. Giannangeli. Ms. Castor votes aye.
1593 Mr. Sarbaneg|.
1594 Mr. Sarbanesg|. Aye.
1595 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Sarbanes votes aye.
1596 Mr. Welch.
1597 Mr. Welch. [Aye.
1598 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Welch votes aye.
1599 Mr. Tonko.
1600 Mr. Tonko. |Aye.
1601 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Tonko votes aye.
1602 Mr. Loebsack].
1603 Mr. Loebsack|. Aye.
1604 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Loebsack votes aye.
1605 Mr. Schradet|. Mr. Schrader.
1606 Mr. Schraderx|. Yes.
1607 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Schrader votes aye.
1608 Mr. Kennedy
1609 Mr. Kennedy Avye.
1610 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Kennedy votes aye.
1611 Mr. Butterfileld.
1612 Mr. Butterfileld. Aye.
NEAL R. GROSS
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Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Butterfield votes aye.
Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone Aye.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Pallone votes aye.
Chairman Upftlon.

The Chairman. Votes no.

Ms. Giannangeli. Chairman Upton votes no.

The Chairmanp. How is Mr. Walden recorded?

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walden is not recorded.
Mr. Walden. || No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walden votes no.

The Chairman. How is Mr. Bucshon recorded?
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon is not recorded.
Mr. Bucshon No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon votes no.

The Chairman. Other members wishing to change their

vote or cast a vq

tally.

Ms.

13 ayes and 18 ngq

The

agreed to.

Are
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Giannang
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. 13 ayes, 18 noes.

irther amendments to the bill?
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n forwarding H.R.

want a recorded vote.
A recorded vote has been

11 vote aye. Those opposed,

clerk will call flhe roll.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Olson.
Mr. Olson. [Aye.
Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Olson votes aye.
Mr. Barton.
Mr. Barton. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Barton votes aye.
Mr. Shimkus
Mr. Shimkus Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Shimkus votes aye.
Mr. Murphy.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Latta.
Mr. Latta. |[Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Latta votes aye.
Mr. Harper.
Mr. Harper. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Harper votes aye.
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1659 Mr. McKinley.
1660 Mr. McKinley|. Aye.
1661 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McKinley votes aye.
1662 Mr. Kinzingegfr.
1663 [No response|.]
1664 Mr. Griffith|.
1665 Mr. Griffith|. Aye.
1666 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Griffith votes aye.
1667 Mr. Johnson
1668 Mr. Johnson Aye.
1669 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Johnson votes aye.
1670 Mr. Long.
1671 [No response|. ]
1672 Mr. Bucshon
1673 Mr. Bucshon Aye.
1674 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon votes aye.
1675 Mr. Flores.
1676 Mr. Flores. || Aye.
1677 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Flores votes aye.
1678 Mr. Mullin.
1679 Mr. Mullin. || Aye.
1680 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Mullin votes aye.
1681 Mr. Hudson.
NEAL R. GROSS
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1682 Mr. Hudson. || Aye.
1683 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Hudson votes aye.
1684 Mr. Cramer.
1685 Mr. Cramer. || Aye.
1686 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Cramer votes aye.
1687 Mr. Walberg
1688 Mr. Walberg Aye.
1689 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walberg votes aye.
1690 Mr. Walden.
1691 Mr. Walden. || Aye.
1692 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walden votes aye.
1693 Mr. Rush.
1694 Mr. Rush. Npo.
1695 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Rush votes no.
1696 Mr. McNerney|.
1697 Mr. McNerney|l. No.
1698 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McNerney votes no.
1699 Mr. Peters.
1700 Mr. Peters. || No.
1701 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Peters votes no.
1702 Mr. Green.
1703 Mr. Green. [Aye.
1704 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Green votes aye.
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Mr. Doyle.
Mr. Doyle. |No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Doyle votes no.
Ms. Castor.
Ms. Castor. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Ms. Castor votes no.
Mr. Sarbaneg|.
Mr. Sarbaneg|. No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Sarbanes votes
Mr. Welch.
Mr. Welch. |No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Welch votes no.
Mr. Tonko.
Mr. Tonko. |No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Tonko votes no.
Mr. Loebsack].
Mr. Loebsack|. No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Loebsack votes
Mr. Schradex.
Mr. Schrader. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Schrader votes
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Kennedy No.
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eli. Mr. Kennedy votes no.

eld.

eld. No.

Ms. Giannang
Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone

eli. Mr. Butterfield votes no.

No.

Ms. Giannang

Chairman Upft

The Chairman|.

eli. Mr. Pallone votes no.
on.

Votes aye.

Ms. Giannang

The Chairman|.

vote or cast a vq
tally.

Ms. Giannang
12 ayes and 19 nq

there were 19 aye

The Chairman|.

forwarding 2883 1
committee.

The chair w1
to report.

[The bill fq

**********INSERT

(202) 234-4433

eli. Chairman Upton votes aye.
Other members wishing to change their

te? Seeing none, the clerk will report the

eli. Mr. Chairman, on that vote, there were

es. Sorry. Mr. Chairman, on that vote,

s and 12 noes.

19 ayes and 12 noes. The question on

s approved and forwarded to the full

11 now call up H.R. 2910 and ask the clerk

11lows: ]

5**********
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state —-- excuse 7

coordination in f

the Natural Gas 2

The Chairman|.

the bill is dispse

amendment at any
to the bill?
bill?
Mr. Rush. N
The Chairmar
amendment at the
Mr. Rush. Y
The Chairmar

amendment. What

Mr. Rush. 3.

Ms. Giannang

Rush.

The Chairman|.

read. The staff

gentleman from Il

support of his ay

Mr. Rush. I

(202) 234-4433

Seeg

J

n

A

I

D

il

I

J

I

|

0f.

0.

ed transcript. The statements within may be

plete, or misattributed to the speaker.
81

eli. H.R. 2910, to provide for federal and

e. To provide for federal and state agency
he approval of certain authorizations under
ct, and for other purposes.
Without objection, the first reading of
nsed with, and the bill will be open for
point. Are there any bipartisan amendments
ing none, are there any amendments to the
r. Chairman?

The gentleman from Illinois has an
desk?

es, I have an amendment.

The clerk will report the title of the
amendment number is it,

do you know? 3.

eli. Amendment to H.R. 2910, offered by Mr.

And the amendment will be considered as

will distribute the amendment, and the

linois 1s recognized for 5 minutes in
endment.

want to thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr.
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This last mgq

Director Terry Ti

which he stated {

processed within
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delayed was due f{
other agencies wi

necessary to pert

reviews."
Mr. Chairmar

reason causing t}

that take over 12
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expediency.

Mr. Chairmarn

expanded energy 1

our constituents
that protects thg
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dment will simply strike Section 4 of the

1s a bill that offers a solution in search

nth this subcommittee heard testimony from
rpin of FERC's Office of Energy Projects in
hat 88 percent of applications are currently
12 months. Additionally, Director Turpin
mber 1 reason for an application being

0 the licensee failing to provide FERC and
th, quote,

"timely and complete information

orm congressionally mandated project

, instead of actually addressing the main
e delays for the 12 percent of applications
2910 seeks to cut

months to approve, H.R.

ety of ways and substitutes safety with

, while we all understand the need for an
nfrastructure, it is extremely important to
that these pipelines be constructed in a way
environment and offers a sense of security
s which they traverse.

Congress should not

r private entities to claim eminent domain
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This bill wi
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environment, seng
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egatively impact historical and cultural

farms, and other private properties, while

limiting the ability for states, for tribes,
munities to provide input into the process.

v, Mr. Chairman, H.R. 2910 does exactly
will cut corners by allowing incomplete
e considered. The bill will also cut

ng incomplete data from earlier surveys to
the application process.

11 cut corners by minimizing the input of

es responsible for protecting the

itive lands, aquifers, and other natural

, this bill allows FERC to determine which
ed relevant to the application process. And

ncy is not deemed relevant to the process by

stakeholders are completely shut out of the

s bill will specifically prohibit non-

ies, including state organizations, from

ote, "request or conduct a NEPA review that

0 the project-related review conducted by

This bill will also prohibit, gquote, "non-
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supplemental infq

Mr. Chairmar
to witness today,

through aquifers,

sensitive lands 1

consternation ang

We should be
this issue by 1lis
feel as though we

very difficult de

Mr. Chairmar
support my amendi

states, tribes, 4

to play an import

With that, 1

Mr. Olson.
Does anyone want
Mr. Flores.
word.

Mr. Olson.

Mr. Flores.

of time, I waive
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gencies from including comments or
rmation into the record.

, as we have seen in the past, and continue
the issue of constructing these pipelines
private property, cultural sites, and other
s an issue that causes great public

public outcry.

taking into account the sensitive nature of
tening to our constituents and making them
have more of a voice in these sometimes
cisions, not trying to limit their input.
, I would urge all of my colleagues to
ent striking Section 4 of the bill, so that
nd local community stakeholders can continue
ant role in the pipeline permitting process.
yield back the balance of my time.
[Presiding] The gentleman yields back.
to speak in opposition to the amendment?
Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last

Mr. Flores is recognized for 5 minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In the interest

my opening comments regarding my bill, but I
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talk about what the bill does because I
mischaracterized pretty dramatically in the
ng this amendment.
, America is one of the world's top oil and
nks to the shale revolution. Our energy
d permitting processes must be updated to
abundance of domestic energy resources.
ermitting process for our Nation's pipeline
lows us to efficiently and safely bring
o our downstream assets openly to consumers
omy and to give opportunities for
can families.
romoting interagency coordination for review
pelines Act, builds important permit reforms
Policy Act of 2005 by bringing greater
redictability, and transparency to the
state pipelines.
quires early notification to all
and all affected Indian

ncies, all states,

the burden of interagency bureaucracy, and

C's status as the lead agency. It further

cess for consultation and concurrent reviews

state agencies, Indian tribes, and sets
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however,
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agenda by using q

modernizing our 1

creating jobs ang

American families|.

Now, I want
amendment that hj

want to say H.R.

the environmental
this leads to bef
This amendme

discourage agencil

confusion, it wol

delay. The need
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al decisions.
cludes common-sense reforms, including

the Commission's existing practices in the
mportant to note that this process is more
ore accountable, and this bill enhances
eline applicants. This bill does not

outcome for any applicant. It does,

hat the involved agencies follow their duty
iate projects and not push an ideological
elays and stall tactics. Expanding and

nfrastructure brings additional benefits of

means lower energy prices for hardworking

to go -- in particular response to the
s been offered by the gentleman, again, I

2910 encourages agencies to participate in

review process. It cuts no corners, and
ter, more informed decisionmaking.
nt would do the complete opposite. It would

es from participating. It would lead to

ld lead to duplication, and it would lead to

for new natural gas infrastructure is clear.

pportunities for our economy and jobs, it

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




1889

1890

1891

1892

1893

1894

1895

1896

1897

1898

1899

1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1911

This is an unedit

inaccurate, incom

strengthens our ¢

emissions.

Now, one of

sponsored the ame

applications are

true.

percent represent

years ago.

Now, these ¢
a cost,
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percent increase

Project B, 4
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nergy security, and reduces our domestic

the things that the gentleman said that
ndment, he said that 80 percent of the

on time, or timely issued. Okay. That is

that 20 percent are late, and that 20

s a substantial increase from just a few

elays and that 20 percent don't come without

re are some examples. Project A, I am going

ple, it costs an additional 54 million
1 $607 million budget, which was over a 10
s an example, was supposed to cost about
the projected loss of revenues due to the
ack of coordination among the bureaucracies
1 cost due to unbudgeted and duplicative
s, was 118 million. 1In other words, total
lost revenues of $691 million versus a
ect, two times the original cost.
s supposed to cost $2.56 billion, but the

cratic overruns -- bureaucratic delay,

, cost an additional half-million dollars,
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cost on American

projects. So I Y

vote on the under

Thank you.
Mr. Olson.
calls upon the r3

Mr. Rush. 3

staff here on thi

her water broke ¢
and possibly goif
[Applause. ]
Mr. Shimkus
Mr. Rush. Y
Mr. Shimkus
we might be able
- she is a tough
[Laughter.]
Mr. Rush. Y

Mr. Olson.

of the amendment?
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ncrease.

ercent, the 20 percent that are delayed,

way up, has a cost to our economy and has a

jobs, and it delays these important
rge a no vote on the amendment, and a yes
lying bill.

I yield back.

The gentleman yields back. The chair now

nking member for an announcement.

es. Mr. Chairman, I want to -- Tiffany, our

s side, she created an uproar because she --
n this hearing, and so she is rushing home

g to the hospital to have a baby.

Would the gentleman yield?

es, I will.

I hope she has extended paternal leave, so

to get things done, because she is a tough -

negotiator.

eah, yeah, yeah. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

All right. 1Is there statements in support

The chair now calls upon the ranking

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




1935

1936

1937

1938

1939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

This is an unedit

inaccurate, incom

member of the ful
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kept talking,
hospital. And I
she finally --

Mr. Shimkus
shocked.

Mr. Pallone

[Laughter. ]

Mr. Pallone

in support of the

question, to set
designated by FEJ

authorization prd

This is an 1
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1 committee, Mr. Pallone, for 5 minutes.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. She actually

n though she was supposed to go to the

said, "Would you please get out of here," so

I am shocked. She kept talking? I am

She finally left.

Anyway, Mr. Chairman, I do want to speak

Rush amendment. The section of the bill in
up a new, more limited role for agencies not
C as participating agencies in the

cess.

mportant distinction, as any agency not
ticipating would be greatly limited in their
ipate in the project review process, and
uld be prohibited from requesting or
lemental NEPA review.

bill would also prohibit FERC from

omments provided by these agencies during a

view or even allow FERC to include any of

the record of the review.
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derlying intent of this provision remains
rs to be nothing more than an explicit
environmental protections and silence

of certain projects. As written, this
11 would allow FERC to rather arbitrarily
cies are allowed to be involved in the
ile gagging others, and, in doing so, it
C with a mechanism to further limit public
pation in the licensing process.
projects are often massive in scale,

s property owners, surrounding communities,
nt. And while I heard the Republican

t additional costs, you know, I mean, the
at these are major projects that could have
nd so I understand your concern about

but we do have to make sure that they are
otential damage. Because of the magnitude
1 impact, we should be welcoming, not
from diverse stakeholders.
blican colleagues might argue that by
ation in the NEPA review we can streamline

imeline for project approval, but there is

ggest that the approval process takes too
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place.
said, and as representatives of FERC have
90 percent of all new projects are

in 1 year. And with numbers like that, it

gue that the current review and approval
ing just fine, in my opinion. So I support

strike the language in question and urge my

the same.

The gentleman yields back. Does anyone want

ition to the amendment?

r. Chairman?

Does anyone want to speak in support of the

onko from New York is recognized for 5

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike

r. Chairman,

I would like to pose a

on to counsel. On page 9, line 14, the new

I quote, "If such application is
lete for the purposes of commencing
Can staff please explain what a sufficiently

ion may or may not include?

There is no definition of "sufficiently
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then?
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uld be left to the discretion of the agency

So, in other words, it would be the

that agency to decide if an application is
lete, without --

Correct.

-— firm guidance in language in this bill?

agency -- we would be relying on FERC,

It would be the agency that is involved in

al authorization.
So then would FERC evaluate this on a case-
is there existing guidance on what
ficiently complete application?
It would be up to the agency to determine
e application is sufficiently complete for
ommencing consideration.
Mr. Chairman, I don't think this language is
ted. There are too many ambiguities. We
o0 make an undefined determination. Frankly,
is a solution in search of a problem. We

ERC that 88 percent of projects are

1 year following a completed application.
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believe it is incumbent on project

e completed applications before complaining
is too slow. I truly believe that some of
e necessary and in the public good, but
evidence that we need to further tilt the
of pipeline companies, which is what the
ng process would do.

stance, the remote survey section on
heard testimony that aerial data have
an be insufficient.

These data may not

ric sites, endangered species, or wetlands,

11, agencies would be required to consider
es not include any standards or methodology
must be met in order for an agency to be

der data from remote surveys.

federal agencies may be forced to consider
liable data, without quality control
might consider the degree of accuracy,
and many other factors. Granting

ts based on inadequate data will ultimately
process, but it will enable the rights of

circumvented.

ould not need to make a good faith attempt
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a private property owner's land, and in so

e an important stakeholder aware that this

developed. Streamlining is fine, but we are

rocess that can result in the use of eminent

seizing private property should be high.

has been, is it in the public's interest?

helping to shift the gquestion to, is it in

erest? And that is not acceptable to me.

urage my colleagues to oppose this bill and

endments. And, with that, Mr. Chair, I

The gentleman yields back. Is there any

speak in opposition to the amendment?

here a member who wants to speak in support

now occurs on forwarding H.R. 2910 -- oh,

occurs on the Rush amendment. All those in

r. Chairman, I want a roll call vote.

A roll call vote has been requested. The

he roll.

eli. Mr. Olson.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




2073

2074

2075

2076

2077

2078

2079

2080

2081

2082

2083

2084

2085

2086

2087

2088

2089

2090

2091

2092

2093

2094

2095

This is an unedit
inaccurate, incon
Mr. Olson. |No.
Ms. Giannangeli.
Mr. Barton.
Mr. Barton. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli.
Mr. Shimkus
Mr. Shimkus No.
Ms. Giannangeli.
Mr. Murphy.
Mr. Murphy. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli.
Mr. Latta.
Mr. Latta. [No.
Ms. Giannanggeli.
Mr. Harper.
Mr. Harper. || No.
Ms. Giannanggeli.
Mr. McKinley|.
Mr. McKinleyl. No.
Ms. Giannangeli.
Mr. Kinzingegfr.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Griffith|.
(202) 234-4433

ed transcript.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Olson votes no.

Barton votes no.

Shimkus votes no.

Murphy votes no.

Latta votes no.

Harper votes no.

McKinley votes no.
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Mr. Griffith|. No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Griffith votes no.
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnson No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Johnson votes no.
Mr. Long.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Bucshon
Mr. Bucshon No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon votes no.
Mr. Flores.
Mr. Flores. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Flores votes no.
Mr. Mullin.
Mr. Mullin. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Mullin votes no.
Mr. Hudson.
Mr. Hudson. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Hudson votes no.
Mr. Cramer.
Mr. Cramer. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Cramer votes no.
Mr. Walberg
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Mr. Walberg No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Walden.
Mr. Walden. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Rush.
Mr. Rush. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|l. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Green.
Mr. Green. |[Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Doyle.
Mr. Doyle. |[fes.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Ms. Castor.
Ms. Castor. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Ms.

(202) 234-4433

Walberg votes no.

Walden votes no.

Rush votes aye.

McNerney votes aye.

Peters votes aye.

Green votes aye.

Doyle votes aye.

Castor votes aye.
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2142 Mr. Sarbaneg|.
2143 Mr. Sarbanesg|. Aye.
2144 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Sarbanes votes aye.
2145 Mr. Welch.
2146 Mr. Welch. |Aye.
2147 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Welch votes aye.
2148 Mr. Tonko.
2149 Mr. Tonko. [Aye.
2150 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Tonko votes aye.
2151 Mr. Loebsack].
2152 Mr. Loebsack|. Aye.
2153 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Loebsack votes aye.
2154 Mr. Schradex.
2155 Mr. Schraderx. Aye.
2156 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Schrader votes aye.
2157 Mr. Kennedy
2158 Mr. Kennedy Aye.
2159 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Kennedy votes aye.
2160 Mr. Butterfield.
2161 Mr. Butterfileld. Aye.
2162 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Butterfield votes aye.
2163 Mr. Pallone
2164 Mr. Pallone Aye.
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jeli. Mr. Pallone votes aye.
on.

0. Votes no.

Ms. Giannang
The Chairmar

change their votg

will report the t

Ms. Giannang
14 ayes and 17 nd

The Chairmar
agreed to.

Are there fy
from New Jersey,
Which number.

Mr. Pallone

The Chairmar
of the amendment

[The amendmsg

**********COMMITT

(202) 234-4433

jeli. Chairman Upton votes no.

. [Presiding] Other members wishing to

ol or cast a vote? Seeing none, the clerk

ally.
Chairman, there were

jleli. Mr. on that vote,

es.
The amendment i1s not

. 14 ayes, 17 noes.

Iirther amendments to the bill? The gentleman

Mr. Pallone, has an amendment at the desk?

It says 01, Mr. Chairman.

. 01? And the clerk will report the title

rnt offered by Mr. Pallone follows:]

EF INSERT B**x****x%x*x%%*
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eli. Amendment to H.R. 2910, offered by Mr.
And the amendment will be considered as
will distribute the amendment, and the
gnized for 5 minutes in support of his
Mr. This amendment

Thank you, Chairman.

remote survey section of the bill, which

vey data on the same footing with on-the-

a for the purposes of the pipeline siting

panies have been utilizing drones and other
v private property more regularly in recent
s problematic for a number of reasons.
vey data may not be able to accurately
s that are present in the project area,
ceavily forested areas where tree cover may
ody. Aerial surveys are similarly

t comes to identifying the potential impact

cies that may be present in the project

, this bill appears to be an effort to

ts of private landowners and local
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ave barred pipeline companies from surveying

There are important reasons why FERC and
ncies must utilize on-the-ground survey data

her a gas pipeline can be constructed in a

minimizes impacts on local communities.

understand FERC does not accept aerial data

hile I understand FERC does accept aerial

eral and state agencies involved in this
these remote surveys are sufficient. In my

he main motives for this provision is to

e ability to move through a significant

plication process without property owners

of their property being surveyed and

peline route.

rovision, it is possible that a property

ave knowledge that a company was evaluating

r the purposes of a natural gas pipeline
late in the process when opportunities to

e limited. This has been happening,

ome state of New Jersey where the PennEast
proposed and homeowners have reported that

veying their property by air without

onsent.
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Mr. Flores.

The Chairman|.

Mr. Flores.
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And through
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ers deserve to know if a company is planning
roperty by air and if this data is going to
e an application at FERC to site a pipeline
And at the very minimum, the applicant

d to obtain consent from the property owner.
eagues to support this important amendment,
The chair

The gentleman yields back.

he gentleman from Texas to speak on the

Move to strike the last word.

So be it.
Okay. I want to oppose the amendment and
colleagues vote against the amendment. FERC
v for siting international -- excuse me,

1 gas pipelines, but there are a number of
state agencies that must issue permits for

cts.

the FERC prefile process, sponsors engage

local communities, and government agencies

olders and collect information about the
siting the pipeline. Unfortunately,

occurs in the process. For example, under
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ct, a special permit is required to cross
etlands.
ore the Corps issues their permits, they may

cant to survey the area. Sometimes the

access to the site, leaving the applicant
o H.R. 2910 specifies that agencies

pect of a FERC application can utilize

red by remote aerial surveys with the

e data will be verified by subsequent onsite
1 surveys are widely accepted. They are a
collecting environmental information.
urveys would improve the environmental

ate potential for unnecessary delays.
urveys would give agencies access to more

e information leads to better decisions. I
body can argue with that.

we are clear, here is the language that the
osing to strike. Starting with line 8 on
surveys. I1f a federal or state agency
pect of an application for federal
uires the person applying for such

submit data, the agency shall consider any
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ahead.
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d by aerial or other remote means that the

The agency may grant a conditional approval
uthorization based on the data gathered by

means, conditioned upon the verification of
bsequent onsite inspection."

t really don't anything except provide for

ation on a conditional basis, which would be
equent onsite data.

So I urge a no vote

the gentleman's amendment is not needed at

Would the gentleman yield?

Sure. I will just yield back, but go

I am not arguing that you wouldn't have to

on ground eventually. The problem, though

at we face in New Jersey -- 1is that there is

f the aerial. And so often times the

- in this case, particularly with the

-—- the survey is done by air, and they

ng about it until very -- until the very end

ecause there is no notification of the
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consequence, the landowner or the local
ry little time to actually, you know,
That is what we are facing right now.
gentleman for yielding.
Thank you. Reclaiming my time, but, again,

prefile process, sponsors engage with the

communities, and government agencies to
keholders and collect information about the
siting the pipeline. So this doesn't wind
ise to most landowners.

The gentleman yields back. Other members
on the amendments? The gentleman from
nized for 5 minutes.

r. Chairman, I move to strike the last word.
ould like to speak in support of the Pallone
i1l before us today will allow the use of
cted by aerial or other remote means in the
tion process for natural gas project

n colleagues argue that the use of such data
surveys would speed up the

approval process

of new pipelines. In fact, the use of
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ery well have the opposite effect. Aerial

need to be verified with the survey data
tes may well have to be changed, even after
if aerial data cannot be verified. This
engthy construction delays while wasting
resources in the process. Beyond such
her serious reservations about the use of
remote surveys in the application and
cess.

erial surveys 1s bad for the environment.
vs, it is difficult to assess the presence
nts and wildlife. It can also be difficult
in types of sensitive and protected
wetlands.

emote surveys are also bad for property

uch data would effectively strip landowners
cal agencies of their ability to participate
he pipeline siting process. Make no
rman, approving the use of aerial and survey
ation of new gas projects will only serve to

ts of property owners.

can all agree that natural gas projects
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Mr. Rush. 1
The Chairmar
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opposed, vote no
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Mr. Barton.
Mr. Barton.
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od, approved, and developed using the best
Data from aerial and remote surveys are

ed and flawed to meet this goal.

upport the amendment to strike this language
il urge all of my constituents to do the same.

|

. The gentleman yields back. Other members

on the amendment? Seeing none, the vote
sndment offered by the -- a roll call is

ol in favor of the Rush amendment will vote
ed will vote no.
allone amendment. Pallone amendment.
I am sorry. The Pallone amendment.

the Pallone amendment, vote aye. Those

And the clerk will call the roll.

yleli. Mr. Olson.

No .

jeli. Mr. Olson votes no.
No.

jeli. Mr. Barton votes no.
No.
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2368 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Shimkus votes no.
2369 Mr. Murphy.
2370 Mr. Murphy. || No.
2371 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Murphy votes no.
2372 Mr. Latta.
2373 Mr. Latta. |No.
2374 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Latta votes no.
2375 Mr. Harper.
2376 Mr. Harper. || No.
2377 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Harper votes no.
2378 Mr. McKinley|.
2379 Mr. McKinleyl. No.
2380 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McKinley votes no.
2381 Mr. Kinzingefr.
2382 [No response|. ]
2383 Mr. Griffith.
2384 Mr. Griffithl. No.
2385 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Griffith votes no.
2386 Mr. Johnson
2387 Mr. Johnson No.
2388 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Johnson votes no.
2389 Mr. Long.
2390 [No response)|.]
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Mr. Bucshon
Mr. Bucshon No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Flores.
Mr. Flores. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Mullin.
Mr. Mullin. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Hudson.
Mr. Hudson. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Cramer.
Mr. Cramer. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Walberg
Mr. Walberg No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr
Mr. Walden.
Mr. Walden. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Rush.
Mr. Rush. Aye.
(202) 234-4433

Bucshon votes no.

Flores

Mullin

Hudson

Cramer

Walberg votes no.

Walden votes no.

votes

votes

votes

votes

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701

no.

no.

no.

no.

www.nealrgross.com

The statements within may be

109



2414

2415

2416

2417

2418

2419

2420

2421

2422

2423

2424

2425

2426

2427

2428

2429

2430

2431

2432

2433

2434

2435

2436

ed transcript.

This is an unedit
inaccurate, incon
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Green.
Mr. Green. |[Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Doyle.
Mr. Doyle. |[fes.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Ms. Castor.
Ms. Castor. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Ms.
Mr. Sarbaneg|.
Mr. Sarbanes|. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Welch.
Mr. Welch. [Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Tonko.
(202) 234-4433

Rush votes aye.

McNerney votes aye.

Peters votes aye.

Green votes aye.

Doyle votes aye.

Castor votes aye.

Sarbanes votes aye.

Welch votes aye.
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Mr. Tonko. |Aye.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Loebsack].

Mr. Loebsack|l. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Schradex.

Mr. Schraderx. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Kennedy

Mr. Kennedy Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Butterfield.

Mr. Butterfileld. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.

Chairman Upt

The Chairman|.

Il

on.

Ms.

Giannang

The Chairmarn

cast

Ms.

a vote?

Seq

Giannang

(202) 234-4433
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J
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eli.

ing none,

eli. Mr.
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Tonko votes aye.

Loebsack votes aye.

Schrader votes aye.

Kennedy votes aye.

Butterfield votes aye.

Pallone votes aye.

Votes no.
Chairman Upton votes no.

Members wishing to change their vote or

the clerk will report the tally.

Chairman, on that vote, there were
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2460 14 ayes and 17 noes.
2401 The Chairman. 14 ayes, 17 noes. The amendment offered
2462 by the gentleman |[from New Jersey is not accepted.
2463 Are there fiyfrther amendments to the bill? The
2464 gentlelady from H#lorida has an amendment.
2465 Ms. Castor. || I have an amendment at the desk, D-04,
2466 called Avoiding Wasteful Government Spending.
2467 [The amendment offered by Ms. Castor follows:]
2468 *kkkkkxkk*kCOMMITTEE INSERT 6**** %% %% %%
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this month the W]l
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. The clerk will report the title of the

jeli. Amendment to H.R. 2910, offered by Ms.
. And the amendment will be considered as
will distribute the amendment, and the
ognized for 5 minutes in support of her
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Members, the bill
lims to expedite the Federal Energy

sion review of natural gas pipeline

w, despite the fact that 90 percent of FERC
ine projects are approved within 1 year, I

| desire for FERC and other agencies to be as
ible.

the only one that feels this way. Earlier
yite House set up a new council to help
navigate the bureaucratic maze, saying that
1 also improve transparency by creating a
ard, allowing everyone to easily track major
every state of the approval process.

raised this issue before, that this bill is

lecessary, because I am sure all members
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15, in the overwhelmingly bipartisan FAST
ed into law, the Congress directed the

to set up the Federal Permitting Improvement
or we call it FPISC, to improve timeliness,
nd transparency of federal environmental
ization process for major infrastructure

ng interstate natural gas pipelines.

is now getting organized. It will oversee
er 30 major infrastructure projects that
from enhanced coordination, including
recommended

a lead agency for the project,

ules, and public project timelines, and

ncy at all levels of review.

that the White House pronouncement and the
ct same council. And taking all of that
bill before us is unnecessary and

ased coordination and transparency for
rmitting is already covered by FPISC, so
ther layer here by adopting this bill.

e would have benefitted from testimony from
2910.

ible redundancies with H.R. However,

not invite FPISC to testify on this bill,

to hold additional hearings so members could
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this bill are uni

But 1f OMB finds
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unnecessary and |

So let's not

bill. I urge my

amendment and yie

The Chairman|.

Ms. Castor.

Mr. Peters.

just want to expr
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progress so far.
ate this wasteful duplication, my amendment
etermine that the bill does not duplicate
ral efforts to improve the timeliness,
nd transparency of the federal environmental
ization process, and doesn't result in
nt spending.

an exercise in good government. If my
gues won't solicit input from federal
afting legislation, then taxpayers should
or their mistakes. If the provisions of
que, then the Act will go forward as 1is.
that these transparency and streamlining
eady being done elsewhere, then the
asteful bill will not go into effect.
set up a duplicative process with this
colleagues to adopt my common-sense
1d back my time.

The gentlelady yields --
I will yield to Mr. Peters.

I would like to thank the gentlelady. I
ess some frustration.

I will support this

actually am someone who is interested in
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regulatory burden of duplicative
iew. I actually practiced law in this
here is a lot of room for improvement. I

1 achieve the same high environmental

trating thing for me is that this bill only
ative language was only released to us
didn't see it until this morning. I am

to sit down with anyone and talk about how
it, but Ms. Castor raises a good question

s is already taken care of.

like to have a conversation about, even on

I am -- you know, there is no particular

in my district like there is in Mr. Green's

it to the economy to streamline these to

like they have been really cut out of that

ere i1s a real discussion to be had here, and
we have had here, the late -- this late
inute changes, this is much different from

e. It really prevents that kind of

g to vote with Ms. Castor on this amendment.
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st this bill, but I wanted to signal
colleagues that I am willing to work on this

if you are interested.

back.
The gentlelady yields back her time. The
xas, Mr. Flores.
Move to strike the last word. Mr.
ndment is really what is unnecessary. If we

vy Policy Act of 2005, or I will just call it
has designated as the lead agency for

ssary environmental reviews and associated
tions.

FERC often coordinates with a

agency,

1, state, and local governments, and Indian
a wide range -- wide-ranging set of issues,
al impacts on environmental and wildlife

se, and property rights. That is what is
v, the way that things have been

despite the increased authority that was
er the EP Act, there is growing evidence

rastructure approvals are being

ayed due to a lack of coordination or
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on among the agencies coordinating the

ecember 2012 study that found that since the

EP Act's permitting reforms, the occurrence

ization delays exceeding 90 days has risen
28 percent, while delays exceeding 180 days

percent to 20 percent. So that is the

11 that we have in front of us today.

ming majority of Americans support expanding
ensure stable, affordable supplies of

ufficient supplies of natural gas is

ing electricity and home heating affordable
infrastructure is a smart investment for

job growth, and manufacturing.

nt would jeopardize those investments, and

e with it, so I urge a no vote on the

es vote on the underlying bill.

back.

The gentleman yields back. Other

tleman from New Jersey is recognized for 5

Chairman. I don't want to

Thank you, Mr.

because I know we are almost at the end of
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ctually getting done sooner than I thought
w, I just don't understand how, you know,
-- and it has been said many times that
of pipeline projects are approved in less
notion out there

v there is any, you know,

ng to be -- that there are significant
u know, we are basically saying on our side
e want to make sure that there is proper
his case, that the bill has a critical flaw
that it is largely duplicative of the

ision included in the FAST Act, which was
tisan basis last Congress.

authorized the Federal Permitting

ing Council to improve the timeliness,
nd transparency of the federal environmental
ization process for major infrastructure
ng natural gas pipelines. The council is
ting for 32 major infrastructure projects,
state natural gas pipeline projects, and
up enhanced coordination by establishing a

he project, recommended performance
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Iblic project timetables, and increased

ughout the review process.

have a legislative hearing on a

ferent form of this bill, FERC testified

provisions in the bill will duplicate

uncil. I just can't -- I have to believe
just —-- is not only a solution in search of

a solution to non-existent problem that was

/| the FAST Act.

ourage all of my colleagues to support this

it we can get a determination as to whether

v duplicative of other federal efforts. And

is, so I would urge a vote in support of the

N

. The gentleman yields back. Other members

on the bill? Seeing -- on the amendment?

vote occurs on the -- a roll call vote is
o/ in favor of the Castor amendment will vote

ed will vote no. And the clerk will call

jeli. Mr. Olson.

No .
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2653 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Olson votes no.
2654 Mr. Barton.
2655 Mr. Barton. || No.
2656 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Barton votes no.
2657 Mr. Shimkus
2658 Mr. Shimkus No.
2659 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Shimkus votes no.
2660 Mr. Murphy.
2661 Mr. Murphy. || No.
2662 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Murphy votes no.
2663 Mr. Latta.
2664 Mr. Latta. |No.
2665 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Latta votes no.
2666 Mr. Harper.
2667 [No response|. ]
2668 Mr. McKinley|.
2669 Mr. McKinleyl. No.
2670 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McKinley votes no.
2671 Mr. Kinzingegfr.
2672 [No response|. ]
2673 Mr. Griffithl.
2674 Mr. Griffithl. No.
2675 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Griffith votes no.
NEAL R. GROSS
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2676 Mr. Johnson
2677 Mr. Johnson No.
2678 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Johnson votes no.
2679 Mr. Long.
2680 [No response|.]
2681 Mr. Bucshon
2682 Mr. Bucshon No.
2683 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon wvotes no.
2684 Mr. Flores.
2685 Mr. Flores. || No.
2686 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Flores votes no.
2687 Mr. Mullin.
2688 Mr. Mullin. || No.
2689 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Mullin votes no.
2690 Mr. Hudson.
2691 Mr. Hudson. || No.
2692 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Hudson votes no.
2693 Mr. Cramer.
2694 Mr. Cramer. || No.
2695 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Cramer votes no.
2696 Mr. Walberg
2697 Mr. Walberg No.
2698 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walberg votes no.
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O 25 RHODE ISLAND AVE, NW.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




2699

2700

2701

2702

2703

2704

2705

2706

2707

2708

2709

2710

2711

2712

2713

2714

2715

2716

2717

2718

2719

2720

2721

ed transcript.

plete, or misattributed to the speaker.

This is an unedit
inaccurate, incon
Mr. Walden.
Mr. Walden. || No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Rush.
Mr. Rush. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McNerney|.
Mr. McNerney|l. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Peters.
Mr. Peters. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Green.
Mr. Green. [No.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Doyle.
Mr. Doyle. |[fes.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Ms. Castor.
Ms. Castor. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Ms.
Mr. Sarbaneg|.
Mr. Sarbanes|. Aye.
(202) 234-4433

Walden votes no.

Rush votes aye.

McNerney votes aye.

Peters votes aye.

Green votes no.

Doyle votes aye.

Castor votes aye.
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2722 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Sarbanes votes aye.
2723 Mr. Welch.
2724 Mr. Welch. |Aye.
2725 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Welch votes aye.
2726 Mr. Tonko.
2727 Mr. Tonko. |Aye.
2728 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Tonko votes aye.
2729 Mr. Loebsack].
2730 Mr. Loebsackl. Aye.
2731 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Loebsack votes aye.
2732 Mr. Schradex.
2733 Mr. Schraderx. Aye.
2734 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Schrader votes aye.
2735 Mr. Kennedy
2736 Mr. Kennedy Aye.
2737 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Kennedy votes aye.
2738 Mr. Butterfileld.
2739 Mr. Butterfileld. Aye.
2740 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Butterfield votes aye.
2741 Mr. Pallone
2742 Mr. Pallone Aye.
2743 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Pallone votes aye.
2744 Chairman Upftjon.
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Votes no.

Ms. Giannang
The Chairmar
Mr

a vote?

Mr. Harper.

Ms. Giannang

The Chairman|.

report the t

Ms. Giannang

The Chairmar

Are there f£fy

2910 to the

call vote i3

Ms. Giannang
Mr. Olson.

Ms. Giannang
Mr. Barton.
Mr. Barton.

Ms. Giannang

Mr. Shimkus

J

J

I

J

il

J

J

J

0f.

0f.

eli. Chairman Upton votes no.

Members wishing to change their vote or

Harper, I was --
Votes no.
eli. Mr. Harper votes no.

Other members? Seeing none, the clerk

ally.

eli. Mr. Chairman, on that vote, there were

es.
The amendment is not

13 ayes, 18 noes.

rther amendments to the bill? Seeing none,
n -- the question occurs on forwarding

full committee. All those in favor —-- a

requested. The clerk will call the roll.
eli. Mr. Olson.
Avye.
eli. Mr. Olson votes aye.

Aye.

eli. Mr. Barton votes aye.
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Mr. Shimkus Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Murphy.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Latta.
Mr. Latta. [Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Harper.
Mr. Harper. || Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. McKinley|.
Mr. McKinleyl. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Kinzingelr.
[No response|. ]
Mr. Griffith|.
Mr. Griffithl. Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnson Aye.
Ms. Giannangeli. Mr.
Mr. Long.
[No response|. ]
(202) 234-4433

Shimkus votes aye.

Latta votes aye.

Harper votes aye.

McKinley votes aye.

Griffith votes aye.

Johnson votes aye.
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2791 Mr. Bucshon
2792 Mr. Bucshon Aye.
2793 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Bucshon votes aye.
2794 Mr. Flores.
2795 Mr. Flores. || Aye.
2796 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Flores votes aye.
2797 Mr. Mullin.
2798 Mr. Mullin. || Aye.
2799 Ms. Giannandgeli. Mr. Mullin votes aye.
2800 Mr. Hudson.
2801 Mr. Hudson. || Aye.
2802 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Hudson votes aye.
2803 Mr. Cramer.
2804 Mr. Cramer. || Aye.
2805 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Cramer votes aye.
2806 Mr. Walberg
2807 Mr. Walberg Aye.
2808 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walberg votes aye.
2809 Mr. Walden.
2810 Mr. Walden. || No. Aye.
2811 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Walden votes aye.
2812 Mr. Rush.
2813 Mr. Rush. No.
NEAL R. GROSS
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2814 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Rush votes no.
2815 Mr. McNerney|.
2816 Mr. McNerneyl. No.
2817 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. McNerney votes no.
2818 Mr. Peters.
2819 Mr. Peters. || No.
2820 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Peters votes no.
2821 Mr. Green.
2822 Mr. Green. [No.
2823 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Green votes no.
2824 Mr. Doyle.
2825 Mr. Doyle. |No.
2826 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Doyle votes no.
2827 Ms. Castor.
2828 Ms. Castor. || No.
2829 Ms. Giannangeli. Ms. Castor votes no.
2830 Mr. Sarbaneg|.
2831 Mr. Sarbaneg|. No.
2832 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Sarbanes votes no.
2833 Mr. Welch.
2834 Mr. Welch. [No.
2835 Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Welch votes no.
2836 Mr. Tonko.
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2841

2842

2843

2844

2845

2846

2847

2848

2849

2850

2851

2852

2853

2854

2855

2856

2857

2858

2859

This is an unedit

inaccurate, incom

ed transcript.
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Mr. Tonko. |No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Tonko votes no.
Mr. Loebsack].

Mr. Loebsack|. No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Loebsack votes no.
Mr. Schradex.

Mr. Schradex. No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Schrader votes no.
Mr. Kennedy

Mr. Kennedy No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Kennedy votes no.
Mr. Butterfield.

Mr. Butterfjeld. No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Butterfield votes
Mr. Pallone

Mr. Pallone No.

Ms. Giannangeli. Mr. Pallone votes no.

Chairman Upt

The Chairman|.

Il

on.

Votes aye.

Ms.

Giannang

The Chairmarn

Murphy recorded?

Ms.

Giannang

(202) 234-4433

J

J

0.

eli. Chairman Upton votes aye.
Other members wishing to -- how is Mr.
eli. Mr. Murphy is not recorded.
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2860

2861

2862

2863

2864

2865

2866

2867

2868

2869

2870

2871

2872

2873

2874

2875

This is an unedit
inaccurate, incom

Mr. Murphy.

Ms. Giannang

The Chairman|.

vote or cast a vq
report the tally
Ms. Giannang

17 ayes and 14 nq

The Chairman|.

forwarding the bi
without objection
and conforming ch
subcommittee toda
Without obje
Thank you.
[Whereupon,

adjourned. ]
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Votes aye.
eli. Mr. Murphy votes aye.
Other members wishing to change their
te? Seeing none, the vote -- the clerk will

eli. Mr. Chairman, on that vote, there were
es.
14 noes.

17 ayes, The question on

11 to the full committee is approved. And,
, the staff is authorized to make technical
anges to the legislation approved by the

y. So ordered.

ction, the subcommittee stands adjourned.

at 12:14 p.m., the subcommittee was
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